
Advanced Placement: ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2018 - 2019 

Welcome to Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition. To prepare you for literature analysis, I 
assign a summer assignment using a professor’s how-to guide on analyzing literature and a novel connected to 
works studied throughout the course. Assignments are due the first day of school at the beginning of class: August 
13. 2018. 

 

To do well on reading checks requiring knowledge of plot details, character motivations, conflicts, themes, and 
tone, read closely and annotate. 

.  

Reading list: 
How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster 
The Master and the Margarita, by Mikhail Bulgakov 
 
NOVEL ASSIGNMENT: The Master and the Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov 
Whether a story of realistic fiction or a reenvisioning of a religious event or myth, classic literature 
always lends us a picture of what it is to be human: sometimes positive, sometimes not. After reading 
Ginsburg’s translation of The Master and the Margarita explain an element of the human condition 
suggested by certain characters, plot events, narrative structure, or use of dramatic irony. Give your essay 
adequate support via direct or paraphrased quotations that connect to citations. Try to avoid copying 
long sections of text, only using direct quotations when no other words would suffice. Make the essay at 
least 88.6% YOU and your writing. We’ve read the book and don’t need it retyped.   
 
Essays should be 1-2 pages typed and include a works cited, which will simply be the text: The Master 
and the Margarita. 
 
TEXTBOOK ASSIGNMENTS: Please read the following chapters from the book How to Read Literature 
like a Professor by Thomas Forster. These assignments will vary in length, but will generally be much 
shorter and less time-consuming than the novel assignment.  (This book has multiple revisions. If yours 
does not match the chapter number, use titles to assist you.)  
 
 
Introduction: How'd He Do That? 
How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? How does the recognition of 
patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? Discuss a time when your appreciation of a 
literary work was enhanced by understanding symbol or pattern. 
 
Chapter 1 -- Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not) 
List the five aspects of the QUEST and then apply them to something you have read (or viewed) in the 
form used in this chapter 
 
Chapter 2 -- Nice to Eat with You: Acts of Communion: Summarize the significance of meals as 
suggested by the author, and then describe a scene in a book you have read in which a meal serves as a 
significant moment. 
 
Chapter 3: --Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampires 
What are the essentials of the Vampire Story? Apply this to a literary work you have read or viewed. 
 
Chapter 5 --Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before? 
Define intertextuality. Discuss three examples that have helped you read specific works. 
 



 
Chapter 6 -- When in Doubt, It's from Shakespeare...  
Discuss a work that you are familiar with that alludes to or reflects Shakespeare. Show how the author 
uses this connection thematically.  
 
Chapter 7 -- ...Or the Bible 
Again, discuss a work that you are familiar with that uses what you deem to be Biblical allusions. Explain 
the allusions.  
 
Chapter 8 -- Hanseldee and Greteldum 
Think of a work of literature that reflects a fairy tale. Discuss the parallels. Does it create irony or deepen 
appreciation? 
 
Chapter 10 -- It's More Than Just Rain or Snow 
Discuss the importance of weather in a specific literary work, not in terms of plot. 
 
Chapter 11 --...More Than It's Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence 
Present examples of the two kinds of violence found in a book or two different books you like. Show how 
the effects are different. 
 
Chapter 12 -- Is That a Symbol? 
Use the process described in this chapter and choose a significant literary work that has a symbol. Show 
how the symbol affects the work as a whole.  

 
 
Should you have questions, please email me: jodilynnfrancis@hotmail.com or 
jdemoss@salidaschools.org .  
I am truly excited for next year, and I anticipate you will be a great group to teach! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Jodi DeMoss 
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